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Kitchen Islands—Does Anyone Really Need
Two? We Asked Interior Designers
Are dual islands—one for prep, one for seating—useful additions to the heart of
the home or o몭ensively showy statements of af몭luence? Design pros debate the
growing trend.

By Allison Duncan
Oct. 19, 2021 11몭01 am ET
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ALLEY KITCHEN Parallel islands in this Wellington, Fla., kitchen by HW Interiors beautifully lead the eye to the
mosaic-tile wall behind the range, but some design pros 몭ind the trend excessive.
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For the recurring series, That’s Debatable, we take on a contentious issue of the day and
present two spirited arguments—one in favor and the other emphatically opposed.
Previous installments from the series are here.

YES, DOUBLE ISLANDS HAVE ADVANTAGES IN TERMS OF FUNCTION,
AESTHETICS AND RESALE

Martha Stewart-types who approach cooking as performance have embraced the more-is-
more idea of two kitchen islands: one for food preparation, another for gathering and
entertaining. “There’s a dinner-theater component to double islands,” said Chicago
designer Marshall Erb, who first designed a double-island kitchen for a kosher family that
needed to separate meat and dairy during meals. “It’s interactive, like a chef’s table in a
fine restaurant.” Park & Oak, an interior-design studio in Glen Ellyn, Ill., recently completed
an open-concept kitchen that includes an island pair: one of navy-painted cabinetry topped
with white quartzite, and a second whose quartzite waterfalls down the sides, offering no
storage but accommodating six bar stools for kids, guests and back-seat chefs. “About one
in four of our clients requests a double island, and it’s always those who love to entertain,”
said the firm’s co-founder Christina Samatas.

#comments_sector
https://www.wsj.com/news/types/that-s-debatable
https://subscribe.wsj.com/wsjsnippet
https://accounts.wsj.com/login?target=https://www.wsj.com/articles/does-anyone-need-two-kitchen-islands-we-asked-interior-designers-11634655693
https://subscribe.wsj.com/wsjsnippet




SPONSORED OFFERS

TARGET: 

Up to 60% off  Target Promo Code
MACY'S: 

Macy's coupon  Sign up to get 25% off next
order

WAYFAIR: 

Up to 15% off + free shipping at Wayfair
SHEIN: 

Free shipping + extra 25% off with SHEIN
coupon

BOOKING.COM: 

Up to 50% off stays + free cancellations
EXPEDIA: 

Expedia coupon: 25% off top summer
destinations

BACK TO TOP

WSJ Membership Bene몭its

Customer Center

Legal Policies

SIGN IN

©2022 Dow Jones & Company, Inc. All

Rights Reserved.

Edition

English

https://www.wsj.com/coupons/target
https://www.wsj.com/coupons/macys
https://www.wsj.com/coupons/wayfair
https://www.wsj.com/coupons/shein
https://www.wsj.com/coupons/booking-com
https://www.wsj.com/coupons/expedia
https://www.facebook.com/wsj
https://twitter.com/WSJ
https://www.instagram.com/wsj/
https://www.youtube.com/user/WSJDigitalNetwork
https://www.wsj.com/podcasts
https://www.snapchat.com/discover/Wall-Street-Journal/4806310285
https://member.wsj.com/
https://customercenter.wsj.com/
https://www.wsj.com/policy/legal-policies
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=wsj.reader_sp
https://apps.apple.com/us/app/the-wall-street-journal/id364387007?mt=8
https://accounts.wsj.com/login?target=https://www.wsj.com/articles/does-anyone-need-two-kitchen-islands-we-asked-interior-designers-11634655693
https://www.dowjones.com/

